Friends of El Mirage

75 COLUSA ROAD

EL MIRAGE, CA 92301

www.elmirage.org
760-388-4361

El Mirage Steering Committee 

Meeting Notes

February 9, 2005 

El Mirage Community Center

9:00 a.m.
Pledge of Allegiance led by Roxie Trost



Call to order by Ed Waldheim

Introductions of those in attendance

Approval of 1-5-05 minutes with addition of the following:

In the approval of the December 8, 2004 minutes, change should be made regarding Barry Nelson reviewing “ordinance” letter, should be replaced with “Barry Nelson will review law enforcement letter.”

In the El Mirage Report “Gina said work on perimeter fence has been postponed indefinitely.”

The following changes should also be made to the 1-5-05 Non-Agenda Items: 

“At the January 12, 2005 meeting, Ed Waldheim declined to sign the letter written by Doug Parham as resolved in the September 2004 meeting of Friends of El Mirage.  The letter was directed to Supervisor Postmus and asked for an increased level of enforcement of existing laws regarding OHV trespass on private lands in San Bernardino County.”

Waldheim further stated “The Friends of El Mirage have no real power. The important decisions are decided upon by the board members, Waldheim, Kalbach, Nicklaus, and Callaway.”  Waldheim told Parham that he could leave it up to the board to approve or disapprove the letter, or he could call for another vote on the matter.  Parham made a motion to send the letter.  This motion was seconded by Kim Floyd.  The motion did not carry.

BLM  (Mike Ahrens and Roxie Trost)

· Roxie asked the Friends of El Mirage to prepare a vision statement collectively to present by the April meeting.  Each user group will comply. 

· Roxie said she or Becky would always be present at the Friends meetings.

BLM report continued:

· Road is not open for safety and liability reasons.  Still needed are: Stripping, Speed Bumps, and Guard Rails.

· Road should be open by President’s Day Weekend of February 19-21.

· Fencing installation has begun again. 2/10 of a mile is still left to complete.

MARCH 9 MEETING

· Meeting will be at Bella Vista at 11:00 a.m.

· Invitations have been mailed out

· Lunch and ribbon cutting is planned

VISITOR CENTER

· Ed and Mike will meet with the architects on the new visitor’s center.

· Ed wants 5,600 sq. ft. building

· Educational facility is a priority

WEST MOJAVE PLAN

· Scheduled to be released by the end of this month (February)

· Plan has to match biological opinion

· Public comments will be given prior to Record of Decision

SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

· Appraising all the properties that are left

· Some are in condemnation

· Tom D. explained his monthly chart submission in detail

GRANTS

· Felicia Miller is the new OHV Grant Administrator.

· Ed expressed his frustration with Sacramento regarding Grant Policy and Procedures on: 

a.) 43 million Operation & Maintenance statewide

b.) 3 Million Law Enforcement statewide

c.) 1.4 million Conservation

d.) 7.3 million Restoration

TREASURER’S REPORT

· $3,105.00 for rock rake was paid from RTP grant monies

· Balance of checking account is $3,281.40

EL MIRAGE DAYS

· No decision on T-Shirts

· Still need raffle prizes

· Cathy & Louise will shop for food

OTHER BUSINESS

· 13 people expressed interest in ATV training

· Keith Stevenson, Shadow Mt. Neighbor, expressed concern about riders putting planks over T-post

· Louise and Gina will work on membership mailing list at V.C.

· We will charge a fee at El Mirage (no date set) S/B under BLM?

· Volunteer hours book circulated

· L.A. County representative, Dawn Meier, shared her hopes for cooperation in L.A. County

· D. Dunes Clean up – March 12

· Barbara Williams resigned as secretary.  Cathy will resume the secretary duties until the May 2005 election.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Minutes submitted by Catherine J. Racette
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