Friends of El Mirage

Minutes of meeting 7-13-05 taken by Doug Parham

Those in attendance were Chuck Kalbach, Mike Ahrens, Barry Nelson, Doug Parham, Jim Wilson, Jim Robison, Dale Martin, Lonnie Martin, Jim Dunn, Morris Snow, George Callaway and Michael Singer.

Chuck Kalbach called the meeting to order at 9AM.
Attendees were introduced and the minutes of the previous meeting were discussed.  There were no minutes taken for the June meeting.  Doug Parham added a correction to the April meeting as follows:


“At the April meeting Doug Parham announced that he would not run for election as a board member at the El Mirage Days meeting.  He said that Ed Waldheim had informed him that only board members can vote themselves in or out.”

Mike Ahrens reported that the grants are in to the OHV Commission.  The visitor’s center site program with the architects is done and contracting is underway.  The BLM has purchased the rock rakes.  The RTP grant money is being transferred to BLM.  They want to buy two more enclosed trailers to transport the rakes.

Barry Nelson reported that he participated in the ATV safety training near the visitor’s center at El Mirage.  This instruction was given by Deputy Shannon Dicus.  This course is required to operate the BLM rock rakes.  There is no charge for the course.  Nelson commented that even though ATV riders under 16 years of age must show proof of having taken the safety class, due to a law enforcement manpower shortage, this is not being routinely checked.  Nelson added that a Stage II fire alert is in effect at El Mirage and all public lands in the  Cal Desert District area.  Effective 6-27-05, no open fires are allowed on public lands.  Only those stoves that have a flame control knob will be allowed and those stoves must have a permit.  Stoves mounted inside a camping vehicle do not need a permit.  Nelson stated that El Mirage ranger Dan Briot was leaving the force and moving to the Forest Service.  This leaves the Barstow field office with a law enforcement force of only 6 rangers.
Tom Dustin of San Bernardino County related that he closed one new escrow in the past month and that he bought 14 parcels in a tax sale last month.

El Mirage Days 2006—Lonnie Martin brought measurements for benches.

Because all of the SCTA members will be at Bonneville during August, it was suggested that the August meeting be cancelled.  Club president Ed Waldheim will be consulted to see if this is possible.

Action Log:  Item number three “Road surface paving” is done and can be moved to Projects Done section.  

Jim Wilson is working on the State Motorized Trail system which is part of the CA Back Country Discovery Trail.
“Water well”, item #14 can be crossed off as it is incorporated under the visitor center project.

Doug Parham will begin working on the Review of the El Mirage Management Plan.  Chuck Kalbach is not available to work on this.

El Mirage vision—Michael Singer said that Gina is working on the draft and it is not ready yet.

Visitor Service contacts—George Callaway spoke of contacting lakebed users to direct them off the lake when it is wet or muddy and to alert them of current conditions such as the fire alert.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 AM

