Friends of El Mirage Minutes for meeting December 14, 2005

Minutes taken by Catherine Racette

Those in attendance included Ed Waldheim, Chuck Kalbach, George and Jan Callaway, Paul Kober, Don Davis, Lonnie Martin, Dale Martin, Jim Dunn, Tom Dustin, Richard Christiansen, Jim Robison, Chris Bittner, Catherine Racette.

President-for-life Ed Waldheim called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  No BLM personnel were present at the meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:  $135.00 has been received for the breakfast donations from the Oct 22 Clean-up.  Some bills are still outstanding.  Current balance is $4,429.52

Visitor’s Center:  The majority of the meeting time was devoted to Chris Bittner, architect with Roesling and Nakamura, going over the model in detail.  Floor, site and building plans were also discussed in depth.  Some improvements were suggested including a kitchen, RV dumpsite and rear projection.  They are starting on construction documents, drawings and site plans.  Projected completion date is Dec of 2006.  Publicity and PR is in place.

County of San Bernardino:  Thirteen new escrows closed.  Tom Dustin reported that BLM is requiring a total title package.

Film Commission:  Sherry Davis will bring an end-of-the-year report in January 2006.  They lost 6 months of filming on BLM land in 2005 due to weather.  She will represent us at future DAC meetings expressing concerns of FOEM, such as trail maintenance, mapping, etc.

Action log:  George Callaway moved and Jim Dunn seconded a motion to ban mud play at the park.  The motion carried.
Jan Callaway will be the membership coordinator working out of the visitor’s center on the FOEM computer.  She will arrange this with Larry Blaine.

A comment was made that it would be preferable to have NO fence around the lakebed.

Second Annual Cleanup Days at EM will be Oct 21 and 22, 2006.  Ed stated that Larry Blaine felt that the 2005 clean up had the most effective work crew ever.

No fees will be charged until the visitor’s center is opened.

Minutes of November meeting were approved.

Ed is passionate about disbanding the OHV commission because it is stacked with environmentalists.  They refused to give meeting dates for 2006.  Restoration means anti-access to OHV and removal of trails, Waldheim added.

Latest budget figures are:

$   266,400 Law Enforcement

     385,550 Facilities at El Mirage

  1,005,000 Restoration
  1,740,050 Total
Next meeting will be on Jan 11, 2006  El Mirage Days will be discussed.

